Surgical treatment of recurrent abdominal aortic aneurysm in a patient with systemic lupus erythematosus.
Reports of true abdominal aortic aneurysms (AAAS), especially those due to severe inflammation, in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) are very few in number. However, we had the experience of surgically treating a recurrent AAA due to severe inflammation found in a patient with SLE. The recurrence took place after an earlier operation for an infrarenal AAA and involved the left renal artery. In both situations, the previous infrarenal aaa and the recurrence, the aneurysms demonstrated more rapid growth and more irregularities in shape. Etiology of the AAA might be a combination of Takayasu's arteritis and SLE because the two entities appeared to have overlapped.